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In 1914 Ralph Goode became the first of many 

men from Lilydale to enlist in World War One 

when he joined the 2
nd

 Field Ambulance as a 

stretcher-bearer. Before he left for service 

overseas his fiancée gave him two small diaries 

in which to write down his experiences. 

Over the next four years he painstakingly 

recorded what he went through in Egypt, on 

Gallipoli and throughout the Western Front. 

What he created on the pages of those little 

diaries is an extraordinary day to day account of 

the horrors and heroism of serving as a stretcher 

bearer in what they called ‘The Great War’. 

But his life back home in those decades after the 

war was to be just as heroic. What he did to 

cope with the trauma of his war experience 

would benefit his community greatly and leave 

a lasting legacy for generations to come. 

With a foreword by Dr Michael Cathcart. 

 

 


