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2016 

Meeting Dates 
 

June 17
th

 

July 15
th

 

Aug 19
th

 

Sept 16
th

 

Oct 21
st
 

Nov 18
th

 

Dec 16
th

 

 

The Mt Evelyn RSL 

Meetings are held on 

the third Friday of 

each month at 

7.30pm at the: 

 

Mt Evelyn RSL 

 

Clubrooms  
Behind: Hardy House 

49 Birmingham Rd 

Mt Evelyn Vic 3796 

 
 

Ph: 9737 0767 

Email: 

mtevrsl@gmail.com 

 
 

Postal Address: 

PO Box 182 

Mt Evelyn Vic 3796 
 

 

 
Follow us on facebook 

 

ANOTHER MOVING        

ANZAC CEREMONY 
 

 

 

Above: Three generations of the Stevens family lay a wreath at the war 

memorial on behalf of Tony Smith MP. (Photo: Greg Carrick)  
 

At 5.45am on Anzac Day another large crowd gathered at the Mt Evelyn War 

Memorial to acknowledge our Anzac heritage. The CFA did a quick head count and 

believe the crowd was the same, if not bigger, than last year which topped 3500. Not 

bad for what was a long weekend. 
 

Again we had representatives from the community involved in the ceremony – Rick 

Ventrella (Captain Mt Evelyn CFA), John Stroud (president Mt Evelyn 

Football/Netball club), Georgina Bennett (1
st
 Mt Evelyn Scouts), Rev Richard 

Schoenmaker (Mt Evelyn Christian Reformed Church) as well as the Mt Evelyn Girl 

Guides. Pipers Iain Townsley and Neil Chisholm created the right atmosphere with 

their playing as did Karin Meyer on the bugle. Local singer/guitarist Alex Borg 

impressed the crowd again with his own original composition and former RAN 

bandsman, Geoff Dawson, read out the Roll of Honour. Guest speaker Max Lamb 

gave a moving speech when he read out a letter he had written to his grandfather who 

died 100 years ago in 1916 on the Western Front. The catafalque party from the 22
nd

 

Engineer Regiment were superb as the guard of honour. 
 

A march then took place from the ceremony to the RSL clubrooms where a 

magnificent free breakfast was organised by the Mt Evelyn Football/Netball Club and 

sponsored by Hewitt’s Butchers, the Bendigo Bank & the Chamber of Commerce. 

mailto:mtevrsl@gmail.com
http://www.google.com.au/imgres?um=1&hl=en&safe=off&sa=N&biw=1280&bih=637&tbm=isch&tbnid=b_65DXkKSdvnIM:&imgrefurl=http://www.forbes.com/sites/tomiogeron/2012/02/01/the-untold-story-of-two-early-facebook-investors/&docid=2B_tZKeNkkYBsM&imgurl=http://blogs-images.forbes.com/tomiogeron/files/2012/02/facebook_logo2.png&w=311&h=311&ei=aTafT_XLKrCuiQeuh_HoDw&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=383&vpy=163&dur=1200&hovh=225&hovw=225&tx=131&ty=114&sig=105315420612921967894&page=1&tbnh=125&tbnw=119&start=0&ndsp=19&ved=1t:429,r:2,s:0,i:116


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Important Dates 

Coming Up: 
 

Athenaeum 

Theatre, 

Lilydale 
 

Members of the club  

enjoy our quarterly 

excursions to the ATC. 
 

We will be doing the same 

in 2016 so come along and 

see: 

 

Breaker Morant 

Sunday May 29
th

  

@ 2.00pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Caught in the Net 

Sunday August 21
st
 

@ 2.00pm 

 

Yes, Prime Minister? 

Sunday November 13
th

 

@ 2.00pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tickets only $10 

for members 

Contact Roger on 

9737 0830  

 
 

Normie Rowe 
Concert coming in 

September. 

 

 

 

 

Fund raiser for the 

Seville War Memorial 

More to be 

announced soon. 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
ANZAC Day this year, despite being an extended weekend, had record crowds 

turned up again for the Mt Evelyn RSL Sub-Branch Dawn Service. 

The 22
nd

 Engineer Regiment kindly provided their Catafalque Party and to our 

surprise Piper - Iain Townsley brought his friend, Neil Chisholm, also a piper to 

assist him. Two pipers in the pre-dawn sent tingles down everyone’s spine. Other 

memorable highlights were the reading of a letter to his grandfather he never 

knew by Max Lamb and the singing of “Things Will Never Be the Same Again’ 

by Singer/guitarist, Alex Borg. Sincere thanks to Georgina Bennett 1
st
 Mt Evelyn 

scouts, Rick Ventrella Captain Mt Evelyn CFA, John Stroud President Mt Evelyn 

Football/Netball Club, RSL member Geoff Dawson, Karin Meyer Bugler and 

Rev Richard Schoenmaker. Similarly thanks to all those community groups who 

participated in our parade down Birmingham Road to Hardy House. 

Thank you to Mark Hewett from Mt Evelyn’s Quality Butchers, Traders from Mt 

Evelyn Chamber of Commerce, Mt Evelyn CFA who contributed to the free 

community breakfast, refreshments, and a huge thank you to Sue Harty and her 

team for preparing the breakfast. 

Numbers were down for the traditional “Two-Up” at the York on Lilydale Resort 

but those that attended really enjoyed themselves. Thank you also to the York 

management and staff, RSL friends who managed the ring and all RSL members 

who ensured the game was a success. 

Last but not least, thank you to RSL secretary Anthony McAleer who was 

responsible for arranging our memorable commemorative service. 

                        Lest We Forget  
 

                                                  Roger Boness 

 

 

Membership Subs for 2016 – Now Due!  
Full Members – open to ex-service personnel who were in the uniformed 

services for a period of six months or more. $25 a year 

Affiliated Members – open to those who have served with the emergency 

services or whose relatives were service personnel. $25 a year 

Now available – 3 year membership – only $60.00 
 

Tell us if you are over 80 years old  

                                                       – you no longer have to pay your subs! 
 

Send a cheque or money order to –  

                          Mt Evelyn RSL, PO Box 182, Mt Evelyn  
This year you can pay your subs online through 

Internet banking – just make sure to key in your name! 

Bendigo Bank 

Title – RSL Mt Evelyn – General Account 
BSB – 633-000       A/C NUMBER – 117020883 

 

 

 

APPEAL OFFICER’S REPORT 
Seeing that I had big shoes to fill after all the years Dot had been in this job, I am 

pleased to announce that for my first Anzac appeal I to have been able to achieve 

a record takings as well. From badges alone we have made $8216.20. This is 

extraordinary for a club our size and it is all thanks to the wonderful volunteers 

who gave up their time and put in a great effort to achieve this.  

                                              Regards,       

John Allwood 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  BETTY’S JOKE PAGE 
 

 

 
 

 

Some Interesting facts –  

 The military salute is a motion that evolved from 

medieval times, when knights in armour raised their 

visors to reveal their identity. 

 If you get into the bottom of a well or a tall chimney 

and look up, you can see stars, even in the middle of 

the day. 

 When a person dies, hearing is the last sense to go. 

The first sense lost is sight. 

 In ancient times strangers shook hands to show that 

they were unarmed. 

 Strawberries are the only fruits whose seeds grow on 

the outside. 

 Avocados have the highest calories of any fruit at 167 

calories per hundred grams. 

 The moon moves about two inches away from the 

Earth each year. 

 The Earth gets 100 tons heavier every day due to 

falling space dust. 

 Due to earth's gravity it is impossible for mountains 

to be higher than 15,000 meters. 

 Mickey Mouse is known as "Topolino" in Italy. 

 Soldiers do not march in step when going across 

bridges because they could set up a vibration which 

could be sufficient to knock the bridge down. 

 Everything weighs one percent less at the equator. 

 For every extra kilogram carried on a space flight, 

530 kg of excess fuel are needed at lift-off. 

 The letter J does not appear anywhere on the periodic 

table of the elements. 

EXAMPLES FROM BRITISH MILITARY 
OFFICERS' REPORTS 
1. His men would follow him anywhere, but only out 

of idle curiosity. 

2. I would not breed from this Officer. 

3. This man is depriving a village somewhere of its 

idiot. 

4. Technically sound, but socially impossible. 

 

runs around excitedly, leaving little messes for other 

people to clean up. 

5. This officer can be likened to a small puppy 

- he runs around excitedly, leaving little 

messes for other people to clean up. 
6. This Officer is really not so much of a has-

been, more of a definitely won't-be. 

7. When she opens her mouth, it seems only 

to change whichever foot was previously in 

there. 

8. Couldn't organise 50% leave in a 2 man 

submarine 

9. He has carried out each and every one of 

his duties to his entire satisfaction. 

10. He would be out of his depth in a car park 

puddle. 

11. Technically sound, but socially impossible. 

12. The occasional flashes of adequacy are 

marred by an attitude of apathy and 

indifference. 

13. When he joined my ship, this Officer was 

something of a granny; since then he has 

aged considerably. 

14. This Medical Officer has used my ship to 

carry his genitals from port to port, and my 

officers to carry him from bar to bar. 

15. This Officer reminds me very much of a 

gyroscope, always spinning around at a 

frantic pace, but not really going anywhere. 

16. Since my last report he has reached rock 

bottom, and has started to dig. 

17. She sets low personal standards and then 

consistently fails to achieve them. 

18. He has the wisdom of youth, and the 

energy of old age. 

19. This Officer should go far, and the sooner 

he starts, the better. 

20. In my opinion this pilot should not be 

authorised to fly below 250 feet. 

21. The only ship I would recommend for this 

man is citizenship. 
22. Couldn't organise a woodpecker's picnic in 

Sherwood Forest. 
22. Works well when under constant 

supervision and cornered like a rat in a trap. 

23. Not the sharpest knife in the drawer. 

24. Gates are down, the lights are flashing, 

but the train isn't coming. 

25. Has two brains; one is lost and the other 

is out looking for it. 

26 If he were any more stupid, he'd have to 

be watered twice a week. 

27. Got into the gene pool while the lifeguard 

wasn't watching. 

28. If you stand close enough to him, you can 

hear the ocean. 
29. It's hard to believe that he beat 

1,000,000 other sperm. 

30. A room temperature IQ. 
31. Got a full 6-pack, but lacks the plastic 

thingy to hold it all together. 

 

32. A gross ignoramus, 144 times 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEWS 

COMMANDO SERVICE  
 

  

Our Vice-President and Piper, Iain Townsley, recently 

performed at a commemoration ceremony at Shortlands 

Bluff. The annual service in February is to remember 

three soldiers who lost their lives in a Commando 

exercise at Port Phillip Heads in 1960. 
 

Photos: courtesy Iain Townsley 

 

Well done to our member Irene Jacob, 

aged 92, who recently read out a special 

reading at the Tullamore Mercy Nursing 

Home’s Anzac Service. 

 

Irene is one of two World War Two 

veterans we have at our club, the other 

being Iris Wilkinson. 

 

Both of these ladies served with the 

Women’s Auxiliary Air Force in England 

during the war and both ladies are in their 

90’s. 

 

We wish them all the best and we salute 

their service. 

 

Photo: courtesy Tullamore 

TULLAMORE SERVICE  
 

  
Follow us on  

facebook: 

 

www.facebook.com/mtevelyn
rsl 

http://www.facebook.com/mtevelynrsl
http://www.facebook.com/mtevelynrsl
http://www.google.com.au/imgres?um=1&hl=en&safe=off&sa=N&biw=1280&bih=637&tbm=isch&tbnid=b_65DXkKSdvnIM:&imgrefurl=http://www.forbes.com/sites/tomiogeron/2012/02/01/the-untold-story-of-two-early-facebook-investors/&docid=2B_tZKeNkkYBsM&imgurl=http://blogs-images.forbes.com/tomiogeron/files/2012/02/facebook_logo2.png&w=311&h=311&ei=aTafT_XLKrCuiQeuh_HoDw&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=383&vpy=163&dur=1200&hovh=225&hovw=225&tx=131&ty=114&sig=105315420612921967894&page=1&tbnh=125&tbnw=119&start=0&ndsp=19&ved=1t:429,r:2,s:0,i:116


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UNVEILING OF SILVAN WAR MEMORIAL 
 

 
 

  

 

 

 
 

Photos courtesy: Jenny McAleer and Silvan Primary School – more images on our facebook page 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ANZAC DAY 
 

 
 

 
 

  

 
 

Photos courtesy – Greg Carrick and Jenny McAleer – more images on our facebook page 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 NEWS  
 

POPPY WALL UNVEILED 

 

Well done to Jenni Nicholson (pictured left with our president 

Roger Boness) who won our hamper in the raffle. 

Photo: Wendy McGowan 

 

On Anzac Day our new poppy wall was 

officially unveiled by the Hon Tony Smith 

MP, federal member for Casey, and his 

wife Pam Smith. The poppy wall was 

made for the RSL by the Mt Evelyn 

Community House and then housed in a 

wonderful wooden and glass case by the 

Ringwood men’s shed. 

Photos: Jill Hutchinson 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE POWER OF A LUMP OF METAL 
Or how the Battle of Britain was won 

 

By Max Lamb 
 

 
In the depths of the British Museum of 

Science in London, lies a lump of silver and 

brass. If England had not obtained this 

artefact, it may not have won the battle of 

Britain in 1940 and as a result, could have lost 

the war.  

 

As well as Britain, several nations tried to 

obtain this relic including the USA, France, 

Germany, Switzerland and Italy. Some 

succeeded, only to lose it again and men died 

trying to get their hands on it. When Britain 

obtained it in 1927, it has managed to retained 

it ever since. 

 

So what is this lump of metal that helped 

Britain defeat the German Luftwaffe in the 

skies over England and why were other 

nations trying to get hold of it and men 

sacrificing their lives doing so? Did it have 

supernatural powers that could help win a 

war?  Did it have some kind of wizardry that 

came from the legendary Merlin of King 

Arthurs’s court or was it the Spear of Destiny 

that Hitler was eager to take possession of?  

Of course not, it is the Schneider Trophy. It 

was awarded to the winner of an aerial race 

that was established in 1913 for marine 

aircraft. The race was held twelve times over 

the next eighteen years by several countries 

competing against each other.  

 

With countries pride and prestige at stake and 

with governments support, the races became 

very competitive and captured the attention of 

the population. By 1923, Governments 

considered winning the race of national 

importance because of the high value of the 

immense amount of research in improving the 

design of both aircraft and motors that was 

taking place. 

the immense amount of research in improving the design 

of both aircraft and motors that was taking place. 

 

For the 1929 race the Rolls Royce Company built a 

1900hp racing aircraft engine especially for the British 

RAF entry. Known as the R motor, it powered the British 

Supermarine aircraft to a new world record of 528.87 

km/h and won the race. For the next race in 1931, Rolls 

Royce increased the power of the R motor to 2350hp and 

the aircraft raised the speed to 547 km/h and Britain won 

again. After the race the British aircraft flew again, with 

a sprint version of the R motor with more than 2350hp, 

raising the world record to 655 km/h. 

  

Henry Royce was made a Baronet by King George V for 

his efforts in developing the R motor. He had already 

received an OBE after the 1
st
 World War for the Eagle 

aircraft engine he designed.  

 

Under the rules of the Schneider Trophy race, once a 

country had won it three times in succession, then that 

nation would become the final holder of the trophy. As 

Britain won the three races of 1927, 29 and 31, that was 

the end of the competition.  

 

 

It is what Roll Royce learnt from the R motor for the 

Schneider trophy that Sir Henry realised a new motor 

could and should be developed as a powerful military 

aircraft engine. Without Government support, Sir Henry 

Royce in 1932 ordered the project to begin. It became 

known as the PV12 project (private venture 12 

cylinders). It was a courageous and far sighted decision. 

Sir Henry died in April 1933 just as the last of the 

drawings were being completed. 

 

Above: Spitfire 

Below: Merlin engine 

 

 

 

On the 15
th

 of October of that year, the first bench test 

run of the new motor took place. The Air Ministry then 

decided to finance further development. The name of 

Merlin was chosen for the new motor. (Naming aircraft 

motors after birds of prey was the custom for Roll 

Royce.) On the 21
st
 of February 1935 a Hawker Dart 

took off powered by the Merlin for the first test flight. It 

was successful with the pilot reporting an amazing rate of 

climb. 

 

At the start of the war, over 4800 engines had been 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On the 15
th

 of October of that year, the first bench test 

run of the new motor took place. The Air Ministry 

then decided to finance further development. The 

name of Merlin was chosen for the new motor. 

(Naming aircraft motors after birds of prey was the 

custom for Roll Royce.) On the 21
st
 of February 1935 

a Hawker Dart took off powered by the Merlin for the 

first test flight. It was successful with the pilot 

reporting an amazing rate of climb. 

At the start of the war, over 4800 engines had been 

delivered. The Merlin motor powered the fighter 

aircraft of the Battle of Britain and many other aircraft 

of the Allied Powers, both bombers and fighters, 

including the famous P51 Mustang aircraft of North 

America. The development of the Merlin continued 

throughout the war with the horse power and ceiling 

height doubling without increasing the cubic capacity 

of the motor. The Mustang aircraft after it was fitted 

with the Merlin became the most potent and 

successful long-range escort fighter of the war. By 

using the Mustang, the fighting power of the 

Luftwaffe was broken in a matter of weeks in early 

1944. 

If it was not for the intense competition of the 

Schneider Trophy, the Merlin motor probably would 

not have been ready for the Battle of Britain or even 

developed!  Also, the aircraft designer of the wining 

aircraft of the trophy, RJ Mitchell, gained valuable 

experience from the races. Mitchell went on to 

designed the famous Spitfire fighter that played a vital 

part in wining the Battle of Britain with the powerful 

Merlin motor. 

 

Of course there were other contributing factors that 

help Britain beat the German Luftwaffe in the skies 

over England. As well as the Merlin powering the 

Spitfire and the Hurricane fighters, the newly invented 

Radar gave the fighter squadrons early notice of 

approaching enemy aircraft. The tremendous courage 

and dedication of the crews should also be 

remembered. But without such a strong and powerful 

motor of the Merlin powering the aircraft, many 

historians believe the war would have been lost.  

 

The Schneider trophy was established by a wealthy 

Frenchman, Jacques Schneider who was born in 1879. 

He became a balloonist and set a height record of 

10,000 metres. He was keenly interested in aviation, 

particularly in aircraft that could take off and land on 

water. Unfortunately, permanent injuries from a 1910 

accident prevented him from becoming a pilot. He 

became an official for the organisation of aviation 

competitions in France.  

 

Right: Schneider Plane 

 

Jacques believed the future of aviation would be with 

Jacques believed the future of aviation would be 

with aircraft that uses water for takeoff and landing. 

In 1912 at the Aero Club of France, Schneider 

announced he would sponsor an international 

competition for water born aircraft. In today’s 

money values, the trophy value was about $125,000 

with a prize of $125,000 for each of the first three 

annual races. (Later, the rules were changed and the 

race was held every 2
nd

 year) The first race was in 

1913 with a speed of 96.5km/h; eighteen years later 

the speed was 547 km/h. 

  

Unfortunately, Jacques Schneider did not live to see 

what his trophy contest would ultimately lead to. He 

died in 1928 not knowing that he probably sowed 

the seeds of aviation development that one day 

would save the world from sinking into the abyss of 

evil by the Nazis. 

  

In the 1930’s, the Rolls Royce R motor was used by 

Sir Malcolm Campbell in his famous Bluebird cars 

and boats to set world speed records. Several others 

also used the motor to set records. In 1938 George 

Eyston streaked across the Bonneville Salt Flats in 

his car, Thunderbolt, at 556 km/h. The R motor is 

the only motor to hold all three speed records of 

land, air and water.  

 

For many years after the war the Merlin remained in 

service and used in the Korean War until jets 

eventually took over. The Merlin motor has been 

used by private people for racing, both in the air and 

on water. There are reports that over 3500 hp have 

been obtained after modifications to the motor for 

racing. The world water speed record for a propeller 

driven boat was set by a Merlin motor at 320km/h,   

 

If it wasn’t for the Schneider trophy, there would not 

have been the R motor and probably no Merlin 

motor for the battle of Britain and what would have 

happen then? 

This is a hypothetical question without an answer, 

but does make for interesting conversation with 

friends on a cold winters night by a warm fire with a 

glass of port in hand.    

 It is amazing what a lump of metal in the form of a 

trophy can achieve! 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

PLEASE NOTE 
Copies of 

ALL OUR BOOKS 
are available for sale through the  

Mt Evelyn RSL 

or at the 

Mt Evelyn Post Office, Station St 

GREAT GIFTS  

 
 

Take Off Weight Naturally 
 
Do you want to lose weight  
with the help of a supportive,  
friendly group of people,  
and not have to pay a fortune? 
 

Rosemont T.O.W.N Club is now  

meeting on Tuesday at the  

Mt Evelyn RSL Hall, between 10:45am  & 12:30pm. 

You can just drop by during one of our meetings, or you can 

ring one of the following numbers to get more details.  
 

Leader: Joan  97370397 rosemont.townclub@gmail.com                     

Weight Recorder: Lesley McKenna 0425624043 or 

                                                                                    97391642 

 

 

 

      Mt Evelyn 

History Group 

 

The Mt Evelyn History Group 

Annual membership - $15 

 

General Meetings: 

every third Monday of even months 

7.30pm 

‘Hardy House’ – 

Mt Evelyn RSL Hall 

The Mt Evelyn RSL has a community 

partnership with MEHG which means 

RSL members can attend guest speaker 

talks for free. 

 

Event Days (guest speakers, tours etc): 

Third Saturdays on odd months 

1.30pm 

‘Hardy House’ – 

Mt Evelyn RSL Hall 

 

  Paul E O’REilly 
 

TIMBER FLOORING 
SPECIALIST 

 

 Floor sanding & Finishing 

 Cork, Parquetry supplied & laid 

 

         Ph: (03) 9728 2281 

         Mob: 0412514650 

 

 

mailto:rosemont.townclub@gmail.com
http://www.google.com.au/imgres?hl=en&biw=1280&bih=615&tbm=isch&tbnid=jbikE8b3heFrvM:&imgrefurl=http://www.123rf.com/photo_5730461_texture-background-of-exotic-wooden-floor.html&docid=iN5xBIsRCEN7iM&imgurl=http://us.123rf.com/400wm/400/400/cobalt/cobalt0910/cobalt091000057/5730461-texture-background-of-exotic-wooden-floor.jpg&w=1200&h=783&ei=_ewsU_XOIoGQrQf314DoBA&zoom=1&ved=0CMACEIQcMEY&iact=rc&dur=2530&page=4&start=52&ndsp=21


 

                                         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STEVE’S WHEELCHAIR & SCOOTER REPAIRS & 
SERVICE 

 
Prompt attention  

to breakdowns  

SWEP &  

private work 

7 Days                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

                                       PH: 0400564267 

 

FITNESS  

CLASSES 
At the RSL Hall 

49 Birmingham Rd, Mt Evelyn 

 

STRONG WOMEN. 

Vicki provides a social One Hour Stretch & 

Strength Class to suit a wide range of fitness 

levels. Personal attention provided & program 

modified as required to suit individual needs. 

 

Beginners most welcome!! Bring a drink 

bottle & a smile! Bring a friend! Call in & try 

it – first class is free!! Weights provided. 

Contact: Vicki Walburg 

Ph: 9736 2980 Mob: 0408 998 045 

vickiwalburg-fitness@yahoo.com.au 

  

 

 

 

Art with Distinction 
Custom Framing 

 

 Custom Picture Framing 

 Custom Mats 

 Restoration Work 

 Art Supplies 

 
Steve Deakins  

(Mt Evelyn RSL Member) 
Ph: 9736 3033 

Mob: 0429 183021 
Shop 7B York Rd,Mt Evelyn 

www.artwithdistinction.com.au 
 

Gift vouchers available – great gift idea!!! 
 

 

RALPH PROCTOR DISPLAY 
Make sure you check out the Ralph Proctor RAAF display at the 

‘Mont de Lancey Museum’ at Wandin. Ralph was a long time member 

at the Mt Evelyn RSL & served with the RAAF in Europe during 
World War Two. He donated his wartime memorabilia to the museum 

and it is a fascinating collection. Includes items to do with his 

experiences at D-Day & Arnhem. 
 

Mont de Lancey Museum & Homestead 

71 Wellington Rd, Wandin 
Open: Wed-Sun 10.30-4.30pm 

 

 

The Mt Evelyn RSL is a proud member of…              

The Mt Evelyn Chamber of Commerce 
Les Kennedy 

is the RSL’s representative on the 

Chamber of Commerce 
– any ideas or issues for the Chamber 

ring Les on:  0418 149 558 

 

 

The Mt Evelyn RSL always uses: 

         TIGER 
           SIGNS 
*Computer Cut Vinyls *Digital Prints *Banners *Signs 
 

Contact Dave – 

                            tigersigns@gmail.com 

0419 897 134 or 9737 0888  

St John Ambulance 

St John always needs enthusiastic, willing 
and capable people – just like you - to 
assist us in helping our community save 
lives through First Aid. 

The Mt Evelyn Branch meets every  
Tuesday night in the RSL Hall. 
Call – Diane Dickson on 9736 2490  

The Mt Evelyn RSL always use: 

HEwEtt’s 
Mt Evelyn’s 

Quality 
Butchers 

  

27 Wray Cres 

Ph: 9736 2206 

Email: hewettma@gmail.com 

 

JJ’s Photography 
 

Ph: 9736 1822 

Mob: 0427100818 
Shop 7B York Rd  

Mt Evelyn 
www.jjsphotography.com.au 

 

 

LILYDALE WEIGHT 

CLUB 
 

We meet at the Mt Evelyn 

 RSL Hall every Tuesday 

5.45pm-6.45pm 

 

Everyone welcome! 

 

 

 

mailto:vickiwalburg-fitness@yahoo.com.au
http://www.artwithdistinction.com.au/
http://www.jjsphotography.com.au/




 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MT EVELYN 

FURPHYS 

 

 A big welcome to our new 

members: Maurie Sinclair, 

Dr Binat Kumar, Gail 

Mosley, Jarrad Alston. 

  Best wishes to Dot Ervine, 

Lloyd Harrington and 

Andy Franks whose health 

isn’t the best at the moment. 

 Welcome back to the club 

Arch Carswell and Bruce 

Watkinson after stays in 

hospital. 

  Good to see Russell Kirby 

and Sandra FitzGerald on 

Anzac Day before their 

move to New Zealand. 

 Happy 91
st
 birthday to 

member Iris Wilkinson 

recently. 

 Well done to member Gary 

Martin who recently had an 

oval named in his honour 

by the Mt Evelyn 

Football/Netball Club – 

well done Gary – well 

deserved!! 

 Best wishes to Kathie 

Freeman who has been 

unwell recently. 

 Should you require any 

assistance or advice - 

Deanne Webb (the Sub- 

branch’s Welfare Officer). 

Ph: 0402 783 849 

Or the Rev Richard 

Schoenmaker 

Ph: 9736 1087 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JAMES DRUMMOND BURNS  

In commemoration of the centenary of World War One, the Mt Evelyn 

& Lilydale RSLs have divided the local war memorials between them 

and will be holding a service on the centenary date of those listed on 

these memorials who died while on active service. In connection with 

this will be publishing their biographies in each of our newsletters.....  
 

 

James Drummond Burns was born in Geelong in 1896, the eldest of eight 

children to the Rev Hugh McLeod Burns and his wife Mary Edith. James 

had been named after his grandfather, the Rev James Drummond Burns, a 

Scottish Presbyterian minister who was a notable poet and author. His 

maternal grandfather was the Rev James Lyall. 
 

James Burns’ father, the Rev Hugh Burns, was a Presbyterian Minister who 

had migrated to Victoria in 1884 to take up a ministry at Inverleigh near 

Geelong. The Rev Burns was appointed to St Andrews Presbyterian Church 

in Lilydale in 1912. 
 

By this time his son James was attending school at Scotch College and 

although he boarded at the school, at weekends he would come back to the 

family home at 91 Anderson St in Lilydale to live. James was a scholarly 

student at Scotch College and like his grandfather was a very good poet. He 

wrote poetry for the school paper but it was one poem he wrote for which he 

was to become famous, ‘The Bugles of England’, which many say captured 

perfectly the enthusiasm many Australians in those early months of the war 

felt about the conflict and about imperial identity. The poem went on to be 

widely published in Australia and the world and became the most widely 

read piece of Australian war verse ever. 
 

James Burns was about to start his studies at Ormond College when he 

enlisted in the AIF in early 1915. At Broadmeadows he was allotted to serve 

with the 21st Battalion. He went with them to Egypt and in early August 

boarded the HMT Southland but on the way over to Gallipoli it was sunk by 

an enemy submarine and he was one of the lucky ones to be rescued. He was 

eventually landed on Gallipoli but unfortunately it was here that his luck ran 

out. On September 18
th

, 1915, he was killed outright by a sniper’s bullet at 

Courtney’s Post. He was just 20 years of age. 
 

His death was mourned by the Lilydale community but none more than by 

his family. A memorial service was held at St Andrews where it was stated: 

‘Jim Burns' death was an "achievement”, crowning and consummating a life 

of achievement, in which he had shown himself a devoted son and brother, a 

faithful and loving friend, a strenuous worker, a battler for the rights among 

his schoolmates, and a Christian patriot’. 
 

The bigger picture issue was that Australia lost a gifted son, one who could 

possibly have been another Banjo Patterson, another Henry Lawson, another 

Adam Lindsay Gordon. The ‘Flower of a generation’ were lost to us in the 

First World War and we can clearly recognise that loss through men like 

James Drummond Burns.  
 

Next month the Lilydale RSL will be publishing a biography on James 

Drummond Burns and the impact his poem ‘The Bugles of England’ had on 

our nation in not only World War One but in World War Two as well. 

 

Right: Corporal James Drummond Burns in uniform in Egypt. 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If undeliverable return to: 

 

The Mt Evelyn RSL Sub-Branch 

PO Box 182 

Mt Evelyn Vic 3796 

Club Opening Hours 
 

Every Friday Night 

7.00pm – 10.30pm 

 

Celebrate the end of the week with a visit to 

the clubrooms. 

 

We always have a well stocked fridge and 

there is always someone on hand to make a 

brew if you so desire. 

 

Friday night football/cricket will be playing 

on our big screen TV and don’t forget we 

also have a pool table. 

 

 

RSL Hall Hire 
 

As you would have seen from recent publicity, the 

membership of the Mt Evelyn RSL have voted to no 

longer hire out our hall to one-off users for functions, 

mainly because of the issues we’ve had with them 

have made them more trouble than it’s worth. 

 

However we will still hire the hall out to members 

for functions and at a discounted rate. 

 

Contact the Secretary at: 

mtevrsl@gmail.com 

 

The Digger’s Café  
 

The social club operates the club rooms 

every 

Thursday afternoon  

from 1.00pm to 4.30pm. 

If you’re looking for something to do of a 

Thursday afternoon in Mt Evelyn  

why not call in for a chat or  

a game of pool or indoor bowls. 

Editor: Anthony McAleer 

Ph: 9736 4384 

Email: antmca@bigpond.com 

Send me an email me if you want to receive the 

newsletter faster via email – it also saves the club 

on postage costs! 

Mt Evelyn RSL Committee 
President –    

Roger Boness                         Ph: 9737 0830 

Vice Presidents–      

Jim Hurley                             Ph: 9876 3750 

Iain Townsley                        Ph: 9777 1276 

Secretary –           

Anthony McAleer                  Ph: 9736 4384 

Treasurer –          

John Allwood                         Ph: 9736 1551 

Welfare Officer –    

Deanne Webb                         Ph: 0402783849 

Padre –   

Rev Richard Schoenmaker     Ph: 97361087 

Appeals Officer –    

John Allwood                         Ph: 9736 1551 

Chamber representative –  

Les Kennedy                          Ph: 0418 149 558 

Justice of the Peace –  

Kim Parry                               Ph: 0418334416 

Committee: 

Betty Crittenden, Bill Smart, Ron Jones 

 

mailto:antmca@bigpond.com

