
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Mt Evelyn RSL News 
Volume 4, Issue 5, Summer 2014     A Sub-Branch of the Returned and Services League of Australia 

2014 

Meeting Dates 
 

Sept 19
th

, 2014 

Oct 17
th

, 2014 

Nov 21
st
, 2014 

Dec 19
th

, 2014 

 

The Mt Evelyn RSL 

Meetings are held on 

the third Friday of 

each month at 

7.30pm at the: 

 

Mt Evelyn RSL 

Clubrooms  
Behind: Hardy House 

49 Birmingham Rd 

Mt Evelyn Vic 3796 
 

Ph: 9737 0767 

Email: 

mtevrsl@gmail.com 
 

Postal Address: 

PO Box 182 

Mt Evelyn Vic 3796 

 
 

Website:  

http://mountevelyn.v

ic.au/mountevelyn-

rsl 

 

 
Follow us on facebook 

 

VIETNAM VETERANS 

DAY – MT EVELYN 

Annually the RSL sub-branches in the Yarra Valley join together with the Outer 

Eastern Vietnam Veterans Association to organise a joint commemorative service. 

Each year a different RSL sub-branch hosts the ceremony and for 2014 was Mt 

Evelyn RSL’s turn. 

 

So on Sunday August 17
th

, a very good crowd turned up and braved the chilly 

weather to commemorate those who served, suffered and died in the Vietnam War. 

Many Vietnam veterans were present as were many members from the following 

RSL sub-branches; Croydon, Healesville, Lilydale, Mt Evelyn, Warburton, Upper 

Yarra and Yarra Glen. 

 

The day began with a fly over tribute of a vintage WW1 plane followed by the piper 

and a catafalque party from 408
th

 Squadron, Australian Air Force Cadets. Guest 

speakers included Tony Smith MP and Mike O’Meara, former Deputy Commissioner 

Victoria, Department of Veterans Affairs. Our Mt Evelyn Community Schools Choir 

did us proud again with their rendition of the song ‘The Man in the Picture’. 

 

The ceremony finished off with a guard of honour from the National Serviceman’s 

Association and a great impression from our Vietnam veterans of the ‘Lost 

Battalion’. Everyone then enjoyed a luncheon and refreshments at the RSL Hall. 

Photo (above): Kath Gannaway – more photos inside 

 

 

http://mountevelyn.vic.au/mountevelyn-rsl
http://mountevelyn.vic.au/mountevelyn-rsl
http://mountevelyn.vic.au/mountevelyn-rsl
http://www.google.com.au/imgres?um=1&hl=en&safe=off&sa=N&biw=1280&bih=637&tbm=isch&tbnid=b_65DXkKSdvnIM:&imgrefurl=http://www.forbes.com/sites/tomiogeron/2012/02/01/the-untold-story-of-two-early-facebook-investors/&docid=2B_tZKeNkkYBsM&imgurl=http://blogs-images.forbes.com/tomiogeron/files/2012/02/facebook_logo2.png&w=311&h=311&ei=aTafT_XLKrCuiQeuh_HoDw&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=383&vpy=163&dur=1200&hovh=225&hovw=225&tx=131&ty=114&sig=105315420612921967894&page=1&tbnh=125&tbnw=119&start=0&ndsp=19&ved=1t:429,r:2,s:0,i:116


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Important Dates 

Coming Up: 
 

Sub-Branch 

Excursion: 
 

Athenaeum 

Theatre 

Lilydale 
 

2014 Theatre 

Programme 
 

We still have 

cheap tickets 

available to 

members for the 

following shows: 

 

 

Sunday Nov 16
th

 

2.00pm 

Comedy: 

Fawlty Towers 

 

Tickets are only: 

$10 for Mt 

Evelyn RSL 

members 

 

Contact Roger on: 

9737 0830 

To book tickets 

through us for 

one of these 

matinee shows 

 
 

 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
 

On Saturday 16
th

 August 2014 at 2-00pm in the Athenaeum Theatre Lilydale, the 

Mt Evelyn RSL Sub-Branch was proud to launch our latest publication “A 

Stretcher Bearer’s War”, the story of Ralph Goode MBE; the first Lilydale man 

to volunteer for active service in the first Australian Imperial Force. 

RSL secretary and historian Anthony McAleer with the agreement and 

contribution of the Goode family has recorded Ralph’s war experience and work 

in the local community on his return from The Great War.  

We were honoured to have Major General Professor Jeffrey Rosenfeld AM, 

OBE, Surgeon General Australian Defence Force Reserves, to launch the book. 

The Major General spoke of the importance of recording Australian military 

history, and complimented Anthony’s dedication and research skills in bringing 

us this moving and telling account of life in the trenches. 

This Centenary of Anzac project was made possible through federal funding and 

the assistance of Tony Smith MP member for Casey. 

A must read, available by contacting Mt Evelyn RSL or via the Mt Evelyn Post 

Office. 

Mt Evelyn RSL hosted the combined Yarra Valley RSL’s Vietnam Veterans Day 

commemorative service and parade on Sunday 17
th

 August 2014 in the Mt 

Evelyn memorial garden. Highlights included; a vintage aircraft fly over, address 

by Tony Smith, MP federal member for Casey, guest speaker Mike O’Meara 

former DVA deputy commissioner, Reverend Richard Schoenmaker, combined 

schools choir, Tom Steele bugler, Iain Townsley piper, Australian Air Force 

Cadets, Mount Evelyn police, CFA, scouts, guides and St John Ambulance. 

Vietnam Veterans Association of Australia; Outer Eastern Branch and National 

Servicemens Association, special guests Councillor Maria McCarthy, Christine 

Fyffe MLA, Cindy McLeish MLA. Management and staff York on Lilydale, 

Bunnings Warehouse and our wonderful RSL ladies and helpers who provided 

the community and guests with the most memorable light lunch and afternoon 

tea. Anthony McAleer MC and Amat Binnoore who recited the Ode. 

The Mt Evelyn community market is held on the forth Saturday of each month in 

Hardy House 49 Birmingham Rd, between 10-00am and 3-00pm (details in local 

papers) and is doing a great job promoting local arts and crafts. 

 

LEST WE FORGET      

- Roger Boness 

 

Membership Subs for 2014  
Full Members – open to ex-service personnel who were in the uniformed 

services for a period of six months or more. $25 a year 

Affiliated Members – open to those who have served with the emergency 

services or whose relatives were service personnel. $25 a year 
 

Tell us if you are over 80 years old  

                                                       – you no longer have to pay your subs! 
 

Send a cheque or money order to –  

                          Mt Evelyn RSL, PO Box 182, Mt Evelyn  
This year you can pay your subs online through 

Internet banking – just make sure to key in your name! 

Bendigo Bank 

Title – RSL Mt Evelyn – General Account 
BSB – 633-000       A/C NUMBER – 117020883 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  BETTY’S JOKE PAGE 
 

 

 
 

 

Rules for dating an ex-serviceman’s daughter -  

Rule One:                                                                                     

If you pull into my driveway and honk you'd better be 

delivering a package, because you're sure not picking 

anything up. 

Rule Two:                                                               

You do not touch my daughter in front of me. You 

may glance at her, so long as you do not peer at 

anything below her neck. If you cannot keep your 

eyes or hands off of my daughter's body, I will 

remove them. 

Rule Three:  
I am aware that it is considered fashionable for boys 

of your age to wear their trousers so loosely that they 

appear to be falling off their hips. Please don't take 

this as an insult, but you and all of your friends are 

complete idiots. Still, I want to be fair and open 

minded about this issue, so I propose this 

compromise: You may come to the door with your 

underwear showing and your pants ten sizes too big, 

and I will not object. However, in order to ensure that 

your clothes do not, in fact, come off during the 

course of your date with my daughter, I will take my 

electric nail gun and fasten your trousers securely in 

place to your waist. 

Rule Four:  
It is usually understood that in order for us to get to 

know each other, we should talk about sports, politics, 

and other issues of the day. Please do not do this. The 

only information I require from you is an indication of 

when you expect to have my daughter safely back at 

my house, and the only word I need from you on this 

subject is "early." 

Rule Five:  
I have no doubt you are a popular fellow, with many 

opportunities to date other girls. This is fine with me 

as long as it is okay with my daughter. Otherwise, 

once you have gone out with my little girl, you will 

continue to date no one but her until she is finished 

with you. If you make her cry, I will make you cry. 

Rule Six:  
As you stand in my front hallway, waiting for my 

daughter to appear, and more than an hour goes by, do 

not sigh and fidget. If you want to be on time for the 

movie, you should not be dating. My daughter is 

putting on her makeup, a process that can take longer 

than painting the Golden Gate Bridge. Instead of just 

standing there, why don't you do something useful, 

than a council decision. Instead of just standing 

there, why don't you do something useful, like 

changing the oil in my car? 

Rule Seven:  
The following places are not appropriate for a date 

with my daughter: Places where there are beds, 

sofas, or anything softer than a wooden stool. 

Places where there are no parents, policemen, or 

nuns within eyesight. Places where there is 

darkness. Places where there is dancing, holding 

hands, or happiness. Places where the ambient 

temperature is warm enough to induce my 

daughter to wear shorts, tank tops, midriff T-

shirts, or anything other than overalls, a sweater, 

and a goose down parka - zipped up to her throat. 

Movies with a strong romantic or sexual theme are 

to be avoided; movies which features chain saws 

are okay. Footy games are okay. Old folks homes 

are better. 

Rule Eight:  
Do not lie to me. On issues relating to my 

daughter, I am the all-knowing, merciless god of 

your universe. If I ask you where you are going 

and with whom, you have one chance to tell me 

the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth. 

I have a shotgun, a shovel, and five acres behind 

the house. Do not trifle with me. 

Rule Nine:  
Be afraid. Be very afraid. It takes very little for me 

to mistake the sound of your car in the driveway 

for a chopper coming in over a rice paddy near 

Hanoi. When my Agent Orange starts acting up, 

the voices in my head frequently tell me to clean 

the guns as I wait for you to bring my daughter 

home. As soon as you pull into the driveway you 

should exit your car with both hands in plain sight. 

Speak the perimeter password, announce in a clear 

voice that you have brought my daughter home 

safely and early, then return to your car - there is 

no need for you to come inside. The camouflaged 

face at the window is mine. 

 

 Follow us on facebook: 
 

www.facebook.com/mtevelynrsl 

 
 

http://www.facebook.com/mtevelynrsl
http://www.google.com.au/imgres?um=1&hl=en&safe=off&sa=N&biw=1280&bih=637&tbm=isch&tbnid=b_65DXkKSdvnIM:&imgrefurl=http://www.forbes.com/sites/tomiogeron/2012/02/01/the-untold-story-of-two-early-facebook-investors/&docid=2B_tZKeNkkYBsM&imgurl=http://blogs-images.forbes.com/tomiogeron/files/2012/02/facebook_logo2.png&w=311&h=311&ei=aTafT_XLKrCuiQeuh_HoDw&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=383&vpy=163&dur=1200&hovh=225&hovw=225&tx=131&ty=114&sig=105315420612921967894&page=1&tbnh=125&tbnw=119&start=0&ndsp=19&ved=1t:429,r:2,s:0,i:116


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LATEST NEWS 

VIETNAM VETERANS DAY – 17/8/2014 

 

 

 

 

Above Left: 

Fly over tribute by WWI aircraft 

 

Above Right: 

Catafalque party from 408
th

 

Squadron, Australian Air Force 

Cadets 

 

Left:  

Veterans gather in front of mural 

 

Below: 

The crowds braving the chilly 

weather. 

 

 

Photos: 

Courtesy of 

Kath Gannaway 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Above: Last week Betty 

Crittenden unveiled a 

portrait that the Mt Evelyn 

RSL had commissioned 

Healesville artist Annette 

McAleer (mother of our 

secretary) to undertake of 

Joe Clark, the club’s last 

WW1 veteran and subject of 

our book – The Last Light 

Horseman. 

Photos: Wendy McGowan 

 

 

 

The Mt Evelyn Mail (above & below)) 12/8/14 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BOOK LAUNCH – 16/8/2014 
 

On Saturday August 16
th

, 2014 the Mt Evelyn RSL were proud to officially launch our new book – ‘A 

Stretcher Bearer’s War – The Story of Ralph Goode MBE’.  

The book is the story of Ralph Goode, the first man from Lilydale to enlist in World War One, in fact the day 

also marked the centenary of his enlistment in the AIF. The main part of the book is his war diaries and 

letters that describe his experiences during the First World War in Egypt, on Gallipoli and throughout the 

Western Front as a stretcher bearer. When he returned home Ralph Goode became a dedicated worker for the 

betterment of the Lilydale community. 

The book was launched by Major-General Jeffrey Rosenfeld AM, OBE, CstJ, former Surgeon General to the 

Australian Defence Force Reserves who has seen service in Rwanda, Iraq, Bougainville and the Solomons. 

In a marvellous speech he spoke admiringly of Ralph Goode and compared Ralph’s role as a stretcher bearer 

in WW1 with the role of medics in today’s defence forces. 

Other guest speakers included Roger Boness, who talked about Ralph’s war service, Tony Smith MP, who 

highlighted Ralph’s community record, and author Anthony McAleer. 

Many of Ralph’s family were also present including his two daughter’s Merle Slattery and Shirley Burchall 

and numerous grand children and great grand children. Members of various local history groups were also 

present. 

Afterwards everyone enjoyed a lovely afternoon tea put on by the RSL ladies. See opposite for details of 

how to get a copy of the book. 

 

 

 

Above: Major-General Professor Jeffrey 

Rosenfeld AM, OBE, CstJ launches the 

book. 

 

Right Top: Anthony McAleer (author), 

Roger Boness, Major-General Rosenfeld, 

Tony Smith MP 

 

Right: Guests enjoy an afternoon tea. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CENTENARY OF LILYDALE RED CROSS –  

Athenaeum Theatre 13/8/2014 

 

 

Above: Roger Boness, President Mt Evelyn RSL, Joan Ryan, Red Cross Historical Committee, Christine 

Fyffe MLA, Glenis Bradshaw, chair Lilydale Red Cross, Tony Smith MP, Cr Maria McCarthy. 

 

On August 13
th

, 2014 members of the Mt Evelyn RSL gathered with Red Cross workers to commemorate the 

centenary of the formation of the Red Cross in this district. The event happened at the Athenaeum Theatre, 

where the branch was started 100 years ago, and where a commemorative plaque was unveiled. Our Vice 

President Iain Townsley played Amazing Grace in memory of all those who had served the Red Cross.  
 

          Below: Iain Townsley                                                             Below: Plaque unveiled 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UNVEILING OF MAJOR CHARLES MORRIS 

PLAQUE AT MONTROSE 5/8/2014 

 

  

  

 

On August 5
th

, 2014 a ceremony was held next to the Montrose War Memorial to unveil a plaque in tribute to 

Major Charles Morris. Exactly one hundred years ago to that day, and that time, Major Charles Morris, a 

former Montrose resident, was involved in an important historical event at Point Nepean, the firing of the 

first shot of World War One. Brigadier (retired) Michael Phelps AM who, like Major Morris, was a former 

officer in the artillery, officially unveiled the plaque. 

As the day also marked the start of World War One for Australians, Tony Smith MP took the opportunity to 

talk about the Montrose contribution to that conflict and detailed some of the stories of those listed on the 

Montrose War Memorial. Although this was a Centenary of Anzac project by the Rotary club of Montrose & 

District, many Mt Evelyn RSL members played a part including Roger Boness, Jim Hurley, Iain Townsley, 

Anthony McAleer, Tom Steele and Bill Smart. Photos: Peter Harris 

Left: 

Crowd 

gathers at 

Montrose 

war 

memorial 

 

Right: 

Guest 

Speaker 

Tony 

Smith MP 

 

 

Left: 

members 

of the Mt 

Evelyn 

RSL 

 

Right: 

Brigadier 

Mike 

Phelps 

AM 

 

 

 

Left: Tony 

Smith MP, 

Brigadier 

Phelps 

AM & 

Carol 

Lawton 

from 

Montrose 

Rotary 

unveil 

plaque 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

~ COMMEMORATIVE  
STUBBY HOLDERS ~ 

 
Our WWI commemorative stubby holders 

have arrived!! Cost is $5 
 

If you want to pre-order email – 

mtevrsl@gmail.com 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

PLEASE NOTE 
Copies of 

ALL OUR BOOKS 
are available for sale through the  

Mt Evelyn RSL 

or at the 

Mt Evelyn Post Office, Station St 

 

 

Take Off Weight Naturally 
 
Do you want to lose weight  
with the help of a supportive,  
friendly group of people,  
and not have to pay a fortune? 
 

Rosemont T.O.W.N Club is now  

meeting on Tuesday at the  

Mt Evelyn RSL Hall, between 10:45am  & 12:30pm. 

You can just drop by during one of our meetings, or you can 

ring one of the following numbers to get more details.  
 

Leader: Sue Harding 0421 225 827 or 97370106                    

Weight Recorder: Lesley McKenna 0425624043 or 

                                                                                    97391642 

 

 

 

      Mt Evelyn 

History Group 

The Mt Evelyn History Group 

Annual membership - $10 

 

General Meetings: 

every third Monday of even months 

7.30pm 

‘Hardy House’ – 

Mt Evelyn RSL Hall 

The Mt Evelyn RSL has a community 

partnership with MEHG which means 

RSL members can attend guest speaker 

talks for free. 

 

Event Days (guest speakers, tours etc): 

Third Saturdays on odd months 

1.30pm 

‘Hardy House’ – 

Mt Evelyn RSL Hall 

 

  Paul E O’Reilly 
 

TIMBER FLOORING 
SPECIALIST 

 

 Floor sanding & Finishing 

 Cork, Parquetry supplied & laid 

 

         Ph: (03) 9728 2281 

         Mob: 0412514650 

 

 

http://www.google.com.au/imgres?hl=en&biw=1280&bih=615&tbm=isch&tbnid=jbikE8b3heFrvM:&imgrefurl=http://www.123rf.com/photo_5730461_texture-background-of-exotic-wooden-floor.html&docid=iN5xBIsRCEN7iM&imgurl=http://us.123rf.com/400wm/400/400/cobalt/cobalt0910/cobalt091000057/5730461-texture-background-of-exotic-wooden-floor.jpg&w=1200&h=783&ei=_ewsU_XOIoGQrQf314DoBA&zoom=1&ved=0CMACEIQcMEY&iact=rc&dur=2530&page=4&start=52&ndsp=21


 

                                         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STEVE’S WHEELCHAIR & SCOOTER REPAIRS & 
SERVICE 

 
Prompt attention  

to breakdowns  

SWEP &  

private work 

7 Days                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

                                       PH: 0400564267 

 

FITNESS  

CLASSES 
At the RSL Hall 

49 Birmingham Rd, Mt Evelyn 

 

Improve your strength, Balance & Flexibility. 

Vicki provides a social One Hour Strength 

Training Class to suit a wide range of fitness 

levels. Personal attention provided & program 

modified as required to suit individual needs. 

 

Beginners most welcome!! Bring a drink 

bottle & a smile! Bring a friend! Call in & try 

it – first class is free!! Weights provided. 

Contact: Vicki Walburg 

Ph: 9736 2980 Mob: 0408 998 045 

vickiwalburg-fitness@yahoo.com.au 

  

 

 

 

Art with Distinction 
Custom Framing 

 

 Custom Picture Framing 

 Custom Mats 

 Restoration Work 

 Art Supplies 

 
Steve Deakins  

(Mt Evelyn RSL Member) 
Ph: 9736 3033 

Mob: 0429 183021 
Shop 7B York Rd,Mt Evelyn 

www.artwithdistinction.com.au 
 

Gift vouchers available – great gift idea!!! 
 

 

RALPH PROCTOR DISPLAY 
Make sure you check out the Ralph Proctor RAAF display at the 

‘Mont de Lancey Museum’ at Wandin. Ralph was a long time member 

at the Mt Evelyn RSL & served with the RAAF in Europe during 
World War Two. He donated his wartime memorabilia to the museum 

and it is a fascinating collection. Includes items to do with his 

experiences at D-Day & Arnhem. 
 

Mont de Lancey Museum & Homestead 

71 Wellington Rd, Wandin 
Open: Wed-Sun 10.30-4.30pm 

 

 

The Mt Evelyn RSL is a proud member of…              

The Mt Evelyn Chamber of Commerce 
Major Russell Kirby 

is the RSL’s representative on the 

Chamber of Commerce 
– any ideas or issues for the Chamber 

ring Russell on:  0499475784 

 

 

The Mt Evelyn RSL always uses: 

         TIGER 
           SIGNS 
*Computer Cut Vinyls *Digital Prints *Banners *Signs 
 

Contact Dave – 

                            tigersigns@gmail.com 

0419 897 134 or 9737 0888  

St John Ambulance 

St John always needs enthusiastic, willing 
and capable people – just like you - to 
assist us in helping our community save 
lives through First Aid. 

The Mt Evelyn Branch meets every  
Tuesday night in the RSL Hall. 
Call – Diane Dickson on 9736 2490  

The Mt Evelyn RSL always use: 

Hewett’s 
Mt Evelyn’s 

Quality 
Butchers 

  

27 Wray Cres 

Ph: 9736 2206 

Email: hewettma@gmail.com 

 

JJ’s Photography 
 

Ph: 9736 1822 

Mob: 0427100818 
Shop 7B York Rd  

Mt Evelyn 
www.jjsphotography.com.au 

 

 

LILYDALE WEIGHT 

CLUB 
 

We meet at the Mt Evelyn 

 RSL Hall every Tuesday 

5.45pm-6.45pm 

 

Everyone welcome! 

 

 

 

mailto:vickiwalburg-fitness@yahoo.com.au
http://www.artwithdistinction.com.au/
http://www.jjsphotography.com.au/


 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MT EVELYN 

FURPHYS 

 

  Welcome to new member 

Paul Fyander.  

  Could Bill Smart be 

catching up to Roger with 

how many times his photo is 

in the paper? 

 Farewell to Rebecca Bills 

from the Mail Newspaper and 

thank you for all your support 

of the RSL. 

 Our sympathy to Lilydale 

RSL president, Don Parsons, 

who recently lost his sister 

and to Rob Webb who lost 

his uncle. 

  Our treasurer, John 

Allwood, will be soon 

enjoying a visit back to merry 

old England for a very 

special occasion - his 

mother’s 100
th

 birthday. 

  Well done to Jim Hurley 

who recently received an 

award for 15 years service 

with the CFA. 

 Heard Sandra FitzGerald 

and Russell Kirby have 

moved into a very nice place 

in the leafy suburb of Kew. 

 Have you finished your back 

deck yet Tony Geyer? 

 Should you require any 

assistance or advice - 

Deanne Webb (the Sub- 

branch’s Welfare Officer). 

Ph: 0402 783 849 

Or the Rev Richard 

Schoenmaker  

Ph: 9736 1087 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BILL HARRISON’S STORY – pt 6 

This is the story of one of our past members, Bill Harrison. Bill served 

with the 1
st
 Independent Company during World War Two and was a 

member of the Mt Evelyn RSL for a short time in the 1990’s. In 1999 

Anthony McAleer sat down with him and interviewed him about his 

memories of the war. What follows is Bill’s story…… 
 

Last issue: Bill is involved in the Battle of Wau 

 

One person who is always talked about in regards to the Battle of Wau 

is Captain Bill Sherlock of the 2/6
th

 Battalion? 

I scouted for Captain Sherlock’s mob at one time. We’d been scouting for 

them and we led them so far and said ‘you’ve got to stop here’. But his idea 

was to go on to Wandomi Ridge, it overlooked the junction of two tracks and 

a creek crossing, but he was quite wrong. We knew that it was completely 

overlooked by a scrub that came down but because of the high kunai grass 

you couldn’t see out of it very well and it was the worst place in the world to 

go down to. We told him that but he knew better, I think he’d served too 

long with the English where a commissioned officer was in the right and 

shouldn’t be questioned, which was the English style and apparently that had 

rubbed off on him. Usually that attitude works out because a Captain has 

more experience that those under them but not in this case. We’d been there 

for over a year and he’d been there for five minutes, which is the reason we 

were given to him as scouts. But he made the decision and that’s what a 

Captain’s for, unfortunately in this case he was quite wrong. It was really 

about a lack of knowledge and a lack of experience. He was killed 

eventually, he went back for ammunition and didn’t come back, he was 

knocked off just a few yards from Wandomi Ridge.  

Did you come across the Americans at this time? 

They were just starting to arrive in Moresby then and there were a few 

American observers who came up to Wau. I was scouting for one group of 

these observers and I remember they were absolutely lost. Not only had they 

not had jungle experience, most of them hadn’t been in action. This bloke 

who was a Major, he said ‘which way do we go?’ I said ‘well you’re the 

boss’. He said ‘Look I know nothing. Three months ago I was driving a taxi 

in Chicago, Illinois. I am only a Major because I was in the National Guard 

and I was only in that because it was an easy way of getting petrol. That was 

the only reason I was in it and because of that, the next thing I was called 

up’. 

By this time you had spent a long time moving about in the jungle, did 

you develop a sixth sense? 

Others could never understand that we could always smell the Japanese. I 

mean we hadn’t had any tobacco for about seven or eight months because 

we’d been out of it, so we could smell well at that stage. We could easily tell 

who had been along the track because each smell was quite different, you 

smell according to the food you eat. We knew whether they were Australians 

just arrived or those who had been there a while like us, Americans, 

Japanese, natives working for white men or the wild natives. You could tell 

up to twelve hours afterwards who’d been along the track just by smelling 

and you wouldn’t have to consciously do it. You’d just wait for a sheltered 

bit where the scent would linger. You could do it alright and in just a very 

short time we’d become quite proficient at it.  

 

       Next issue: Disease forces Bill out of the jungle  

 

Right: Bill Harrison in 1999 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If undeliverable return to: 

 

The Mt Evelyn RSL Sub-Branch 

PO Box 182 

Mt Evelyn Vic 3796 

Club Opening Hours 
 

Every Friday Night 

7.00pm – 10.30pm 

 

Celebrate the end of the week with a visit to 

the clubrooms. 

 

We always have a well stocked fridge and 

there is always someone on hand to make a 

brew if you so desire. 

 

Friday night football/cricket will be playing 

on our big screen TV and don’t forget we 

also have a pool table. 

 

 

RSL Hall Hire 
 

As you would have seen from recent publicity, the 

membership of the Mt Evelyn RSL have voted to no 

longer hire out our hall to one-off users for functions, 

mainly because of the issues we’ve had with them 

have made them more trouble than it’s worth. 

 

However we will still hire the hall out to members 

for functions and at a discounted rate. 

 

Contact the Secretary at: 

mtevrsl@gmail.com 

 

The Digger’s Café  
 

The social club operates the club rooms 

every 

Thursday afternoon  

from 1.00pm to 4.30pm. 

If you’re looking for something to do of a 

Thursday afternoon in Mt Evelyn  

why not call in for a chat or  

a game of pool or indoor bowls. 

Editor: Anthony McAleer 

Ph: 9736 4384 

Email: antmca@bigpond.com 

Send me an email me if you want to receive the 

newsletter faster via email – it also saves the club 

on postage costs! 

Mt Evelyn RSL Committee 
President –    

Roger Boness                         Ph: 9737 0830 

Vice Presidents–      

Jim Hurley                             Ph: 9876 3750 

Iain Townsley                        Ph: 9777 1276 

Secretary –           

Anthony McAleer                  Ph: 9736 4384 

Treasurer –          

John Allwood                         Ph: 9736 1551 

Welfare Officer –    

Deanne Webb                         Ph: 0402783849 

Padre –   

Rev Richard Schoenmaker     Ph: 97361087 

Appeals Officer –    

Dot Ervine                              Ph: 97363638 

Chamber representative –  

Russ Kirby                              Ph: 0499475784 

Justice of the Peace –  

Kim Parry                               Ph: 0418334416 

Committee: 

Betty Crittenden, Sandra FitzGerald, Bill Smart 
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